DEPARTING FROM A TOWERED AIRPORT

Pilot

ATC

Comments

"Lexington tower, helicopter
seven-two-five-alpha on the
West ramp with information
India, VFR to the north
practice area at one-
thousand seven hundred.”

“Helicopter two-five-alpha,
cleared to the north practice
area, maintain three-
thousand or below,
departure frequency one-
two-zero-point-seven-five,
squawk four-six-three-three.

“Maintain three-thousand or
below, departure frequency
one-two-zero-point-seven-
five, squawk four-six-three-
three.”

“Two five alpha, readback
correct. Are you ready to
lift?”

“Yes, we are ready to go”

“Two five alpha, departure
from the west ramp is at your
own risk. Once airborne, fly
heading three-six-zero.
Maintain northwest of
runway two-two at all times”

“Departure from the ramp at
own risk, once airborne fly
heading three-six-zero.
Maintain northwest of
runway two two at all times.”

“Two-five-alpha, contact
departure”

Switch frequencies

“Lexington Departure,
helicopter seven-two-five




alpha, climbing one-
thousand, three-hundred”

“Helicopter two-five-alpha,
radar contact, turn right
three-six-zero, north practice
area.”

“Three-six-zero, two-five-
alpha”

LEAVING CONTROLLED AIRSPACE

Pilot

ATC

Comments

“Helicopter two-five-alpha,
radar services terminated,
squawk V-F-R, frequency
change approved”

Means that we are no longer
being provided radar
guidance, and that we should
set the transponder to 1200
and we can change radio
frequencies to anything we
choose, such as another
airport.

“Squawk, V-F-R, have a nice
dayll

RETURNING TO TOWERED AIRPORT

Pilot

ATC

Comments

“Lexington approach,
helicopter seven-two-five-
alpha, twelve miles to the
south at one-thousand six
hundred, inbound for landing
with Juliet”

“Helicopter two-five-alpha,
radar contact, one-two miles
south, say altitude.”

“One-thousand-six hundred,
two-five-alpha.”

“Helicopter two-five-alpha,
fly heading 150”

“One-five-zero, two-five-
alpha”

“Two-five-alpha, do you have
the airport in sight?”




“Two-five-alpha, has the field
in sight”

“Two-five-alpha, contact two
one-one-niner-point-one”

“Over to tower, helicopter
two-five alpha”

Switch frequencies.

“Lexington, tower, helicopter
seven-two-five-alpha,
inbound west ramp”

“Two-five-alpha, landing at
the west ramp will be at your
own risk”

“Landing at own risk, two-
five-alpha”

When notified of traffic, there are only two responses. “Looking for traffic” and “Traffic in

sight”

Pilot

ATC

Comments

“25A, traffic at 9’oclock, 3
miles, 2100. Type unknown.

“Looking for traffic, 25A”

“Traffic in sight, 25A”

Only after positive
confirmation. You are now
responsible for traffic
avoidance.




RADIO CALLS AT A NON-TOWERED AIRPORT (IN THE PATTERN)

WHAT/WHERE

PILOT

Comments

Heading to the airport.

“Capital City Traffic,
helicopter two-five-alpha, 5
miles to the southeast at one
thousand eight hundred,
inbound for landing, Capital
City”

This lets others know where
you are, and your intentions.
Although the standard for
airplane is 10 miles, this
helicopter is so slow, they
will be looking for you and
you will not be a factor for
several more minutes, to 5
miles is adequate for the
helicopter at 60 kts.

Entering a right downwind.

“Capital City Traffic,
helicopter two-five-alpha,
entering right downwind,
runway seven, Capital City.

4

Turning base.

“Capital City Traffic,
helicopter two-five-alpha
right base, runway seven,
Capital City).

Turning final

“Capital City Traffic,
helicopter two-five-alpha,
turning final, runway seven,
Capital City”

Or

“Capital City Traffic,
helicopter two-five-alpha,
turning final, parallel taxiway,
runway seven, Capital City”

Right or left is not needed
when turning final as the
location is still the same. If
landing on the taxi way, let
them know at this point.

Fixed wing traffic can be nervous with helicopters in the area. So, you may need to let them
know your intentions, such as “hovering on the taxiway, will be no factor for landing traffic”




